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 Rose and Key Awards

April 18, 2015
Every Chapter has the privilege to nominate one professionally active member to receive the Rose Award and one retired member to receive the Key Award.

Alpha Zeta State is pleased to honor those nominations and to give the Rose and Key Awards to this year’s recipients.

This booklet lists all the recipients by Chapter and includes the information that was submitted with the nomination.
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Alpha Chapter


   Linda Leddy
                           2012
Alpha Chapter is pleased to select Linda Leddy for the Rose Award.  She has been an active and cherished member since 2012. Linda is currently a Library Specialist at North End Elementary School in Cedar Grove where her dedication  to her students and colleagues earned her Teacher of the Year twice, once in 2004 and again in 2008.  Linda has organized book drives to assist Reading is Fundamental in Newark, Mount Pleasant Animal Shelter, One Book New Jersey and Restore the Shore Through Literacy to benefit school libraries destroyed by Superstorm Sandy.  Linda was also a founding board member and Editor of InfoBytes for the  Friends of the West Caldwell Public Library.  Linda currently serves as our Recording Secretary.  
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Alpha Chapter

          Carolyn Dobies                        2005
Alpha Chapter is pleased to select Carolyn Dobies for the Key Award.  Carolyn has been a dedicated member since her initiation in 2005.  Carolyn retired from a successful 35 year career as an elementary teacher.  She has worked with the deaf, studied sign language, and trained in Braille.  Carolyn’s hard work and positive nature extends to her love of the arts.  She is the Boonton Area Cultural Arts Concert Committee Chairperson.  She has served as Alpha’s World Fellowship Committee Chair, 2nd VP, and 1st VP.  Since 2010, she has been displaying her own artistic abilities as our Archive and Scrapbook Chair.  Carolyn is truly a treasured sister and asset to Alpha Chapter.

Beta Chapter


               Crystal Woolbert    2009
Crystal Woolbert has taught full-day kindergarten for over 20 years in the Upper Pittsgrove School District.  For the past two years she has coordinated Beta Chapter’s Polar Express for the children and grandchildren of our members. She  organized art projects, songs, goodies, a visit from Santa Claus  and our own very special Conductor.  She is now serving her second term as Corresponding Secretary.  She feels she is paying forward from the difficult times in her life that someone stepped up to help her.  Beta Chapter is thrilled to present the Rose Award to Crystal Woolbert, one of Beta’s best members.

Beta Chapter


         Gloria Giordano       1999  
Gloria Giordano taught first grade in  Haddon Heights for 38 years and also spent three years teaching in Germany.  She was inducted into Beta Chapter in 1999.  She is active in her church, traveling to Guatemala on their mission trips, and serving communion to parishioners who were unable to attend services.  Gloria has served Beta Chapter on many committees, including a fundraising project that was a huge success. She is currently working on establishing a program for our members to contribute their time at a local senior citizen facility.  Gloria is an involved Beta member and a true “Sister” in every way.
                                                      

Gamma Chapter

                    Lori Sheridan    2010

Lori has been active in DKG since she was inducted in 2010.   Lori participates in all Gamma meetings and program events, sharing her ideas and contributing in chapter decision-making.  Since Lori has been a member, she has attended all State Conventions.  Lori is currently the Treasurer of Gamma Chapter.  She has held this position for three years and has done an outstanding job.  Lori has sponsored two new sisters for membership.  Recently, Lori designed and implemented a Gamma Program during which she shared her extensive knowledge of nutrition and healthy eating.  Lori is an asset to Gamma  and is always willing to go above and beyond to help her sisters, her students, and the community.

Gamma Chapter

                       Jan Wilson   2003
An honored educational leader and 2002 NJ State Teacher of the Year, Jan Wilson is retired from Hamilton Township Schools and Rowan University  Jan has been an exceptional Gamma sister beginning with her membership on the Fundraising and Margaret Abel Scholarship Committees. Jan co-chaired Gamma’s Personal Growth and Services, Convention and Exhibits, and Record Book Committees.  This biennium finds Jan co-chairing our X and Y and Historical/Archives committees.  Jan presented several Gamma Programs and also pinch-hit as an AZS Convention Keynote Luncheon Speaker.  On the state level, Jan served as Social Committee Tri-Chair and now Yearbook Committee Co-Chair and AZS Art Exhibit Committee member.  Jan is a valued and active member in every sense of the word.
Delta Chapter

    Jennifer Giorgio-Blum          2013

Jennifer has her B.A., M.A. and ED. S. in School Psychology

and has worked as a School Psychologist in our local area since 2004.  She is presently working at the Lower Township Elementary Schools.  Jen joined Delta Chapter in 2013, and jumped in with both feet.  Jen immediately became a member of the CARA Committee.  This year, when the potential to lose our Breast Cancer Run/Walk was threatened, Jen stepped in as a Co-Chair for the event.  Undaunted by this responsibility, Jennifer also stepped up this year as the Chair of our Social Committee.  Delta is happy to have Jen as a member and can’t wait to see what she tackles next.

Delta Chapter


Susan Campbell            1995

This retired elementary teacher found her calling in her preschool classroom where she taught for 13 of her 25 years.  Susan has been a very active member of Delta Chapter, serving on the Convention, Literacy and Scholarship Committees since her initiation in 1995, often stepping in to chair the committees.  Susan has also served on our Race and Necrology Committees.  Committee work, however, has never been enough for Susan.  She has also been our 1st VP, and served two terms as President.  Susan has also served as the State Chaplain and the State Necrology Chair.  We are very lucky to have Susan as a member of Delta and are pleased to present her with this award.


Epsilon Chapter

  Ruth Kane        2008

Ruth Kane has been a member since 2008.   She has her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Elementary Education.  She has taught transitional first grade for 10 years and second grade for over 15 years.  While teaching in the Sparta Public School  District, she served on various Curriculum committees and the Negotiations Committee.  Ruth received the Teacher of the Year Award while teaching at the Helen Morgan School.   Ruth was in charge of the Epsilon Scrapbook Committee for 3 years and has participated in Epsilon’s Tech Night.  Ruth is in charge of Epsilons’s Banner.  Epsilon Chapter is honored to have Ruth as a member.


Epsilon Chapter

Pam Raynor               2011

Pam Raynor has been a member of Epsilon since 2011.  She was a teacher in the Newton School District for 35 years.  Pam has taught students in Kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and Basic Skills.  She also taught Special Education to students pre-school to 5th grade.  Pam started the district’s Pre-School Disabled Program in 1986.  She also taught Early Childhood Classes at Sussex County Community College.  Pam received the Governor’s Teacher Award in 1990-1991, and was chosen Newton’s Teacher of the Year in 1996-1997.   Pam was Secretary for Epsilon for 2012-2014.  Pam is currently serving the first year of her biennium as President of the Epsilon Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma.

Zeta Chapter


JoAnne Applegate                  2008
JoAnne Applegate has been an active member of Zeta since 2008.  She currently serves as our Second Vice President.  She is a guidance counselor in Lacey Township.  JoAnne has her masters in Counseling and Student Personnel Services and has her Supervisor’s Certificate.  She developed the Elementary Peer Mediation Program in her district, as well as the Elementary Conflict Resolution Curriculum.  She facilitates the school wide “Good Character” program.  Outside of school, JoAnne volunteers with the American Cancer Society and is a member of the “Lend a Hand”, philanthropic committee.  JoAnne attends state meetings, is helpful at meetings, welcoming to new members.  Zeta is lucky to have such a devoted and dedicated member in their chapter.

Zeta Chapter

      Sarah Schaefer                  2002

Sarah Schaefer has been an active member of Zeta since 2002 and a previous Rose Recipient.  She has been the Zeta Chapter President since 2012.  Within our chapter, Sarah has also been Vice President.  On the state level, Sarah has served on the Legislation Committee.  Sarah is enjoying her first year officially being “retired” and is enjoying planning her days around “no schedule at all”, allowing her more time to pursue other interests.  Previous to retirement Sarah taught 7th  grade math and science at Toms River Intermediate East and received recognition as Teacher of the Year.  Sarah’s friendly and encouraging manner is infectious at meetings. She is always willing to lend a hand. We look forward to her continued service.

Eta Chapter
                   (NONE)

Eta Chapter


Irma Lorenz                     1990
Irma Lorenz  has shown outstanding service to Education by becoming involved with the Burlington County Retired Education Association.  She served as VP from 2003-2007 and President from 2007-2011.  Irma is presently the acting VP.   She has been a member of the NJ Retired Education Association’s editorial committee and served as a minority representative to NJREA for several years.  Irma is an active member of Eta Chapter, presently serving as 1st VP and Program Chair.  She supports her community by tutoring ESL students at Burlington CC and serves on the Board of Directors for the ABCO Credit Union.  She gives her time to her church choir and is a Eucharistic Minister.  She also volunteers at the St. Vincent De Paul Caring Center. 
Theta Chapter


 Michele Klamerus                  2007
Theta Chapter proudly recognizes Michele Klamerus as its Rose Award Recipient.  Since joining Theta in 2007, Michele has been a very active and dedicated member who exemplifies the mission and purposes of Delta Kappa Gamma.   She has served our chapter as President from 2010-2014 as well as currently serving as Vice President.  Michele is also presently co-chair of the Exhibits and Record Books Committee for the Alpha Zeta State Convention.  Michele is a lover of knowledge and a woman who “never says no” to her sisters or any job at hand.  She has presented several workshops for the chapter, serves as advisor for many activities in her own school, and has the responsibility of being her school’s union representative for the BCEA.   It is with great pleasure that we present Michele Klamerus with our Rose Award.


Theta Chapter


 (NONE)

Iota Chapter
 

 Catherine Schofield     2013

Iota is pleased to nominate Catherine Schofield for the Rose Award.  Catherine became a member of Delta Kappa Gamma in 2013.  Once a member, Catherine immediately took an active role in our chapter.  She volunteered to serve on any committees or fill any vacant positions.  Catherine took over as Iota’s secretary just three months after pledging to be a DKG member at convention!  In addition to her participation in Iota, Catherine is an officer for the Deptford Education Association and has been a part of her church’s ministry for many years.  Catherine’s outgoing, charitable, humble nature make her a joy to be around.

Iota Chapter


Irene Maskaly                 2010
Iota is pleased to nominate Irene Maskaly for the Key Award.  When Irene became a member of our chapter, she brought with her a contagious enthusiasm.   She volunteered to serve on committees, the Executive Board, and quickly rose to become our Chapter President.  Irene has represented Iota at Regional and International conferences.  Her dedication and love of the Society has launched her into serving on two state committees; Educational Excellence and the Art Show Exhibit at the convention.  Irene has presented her own “Steeped in History” workshop at the combined meeting with five chapters and at the 2014 AZS convention.  She will be presenting this program again this July at the Regional Convention in Baltimore, MD. 

Kappa Chapter


(NONE)

Kappa Chapter                      (NONE)
Lambda Chapter

 Annabelle Boehm          2007
Annabelle Boehm began her career in special education as a paraprofessional.  After earning her BA in Special Education from Kean University, she moved into the role of teacher.  She furthered her education, receiving her MA from Kean University and advanced in her career to be a LDTC and Director of Special Services.  She now instructs future teachers at Kean.  Annabelle is always available to provide service to Lambda.  She has taken on many roles including membership chair, hosting Initiate’s Tea at her home for 2 biennia and is currently the President of Lambda.  Annabelle and her husband raised two sons and now enjoys her two beautiful granddaughters.

Lambda Chapter

    Bernadette Vath             2003
Bonnie is a graduate of Kean University.  She worked all her life nurturing and teaching children, beginning her professional career in Jersey City, continuing in Scotch Plains and finally retiring from the Plainfield system. Her passion is helping learning disabled children.  In retirement, Bonnie is involved with instructing Spanish-speaking children in her church.  She never stops giving service to others.  As the current Vice President of Lambda, Bonnie heads a project to assist military families.  She is married to Fred Vath, has 3 grown children and now 5 wonderful grandchildren.  Bernadette Vath has the vision and drive to make changes.  Lambda is proud to present Bernadette Vath for the Key Award.
Mu Chapter


(NONE)

Mu Chapter                  (NONE)
Nu Chapter
                  Gail Gersie                         2011

Gail Gersie has been a terrific asset to Nu Chapter since her initiation in 2011.   She immediately volunteered to serve as Convention Chair from 2012-2014, and is currently Second Vice President in charge of Membership.  A graduate of Trenton State College, Gail earned her MBA from Rutgers University.  She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi and NJAHPERD.  Currently a Physical Education Teacher in Cherry Hill where she champions Volley for Support, Gail also taught in Mt. Olive, New Hanover Township, and BCIT.  Very active in the community, she has been a volunteer coach with MTAA and Medford HAS,  Shawnee HS with Project Graduation and the CRRASE Club.  Her energy and contributions to Nu Chapter make it a pleasure to present Gail Gersie with the 2015 Rose Award.


 Nu Chapter


   Gail Griffin                   2004
Gail has demonstrated strong commitment and dedication to DKG and specifically Nu Chapter.  She has served as 2nd VP, 1st VP, President and Motivator and Chapter Convention Chair. She helped in organizing Nu’s Chapter History, writing of Strategic Action Plan, and the writing of Chapter Rules and By-Laws.   Gail’s motivational moments as AZS Chaplin were carefully chosen, skillfully delivered and always conveyed a meaningful message. Gail had the ability to see the whole picture, identify what needs to be done, offer pertinent wisdom when planning, identify and solve problems and get the job done.  Gail is someone you want on your team and is truly deserving of the Key Award.
Xi Chapter


Stephanie Gibbons        2013
Xi Chapter’s Rose Award winner came to the teaching profession after serving many years as a postal carrier.  It is clear that teaching is her true calling.  Stephanie joined the Hamilton Township faculty in 2008 as a math teacher at the William Davies Middle School.  Only a member of Xi since 2013, Stephanie jumped in with both feet!  She voluntarily took on the role of Chapter Treasurer and has been an asset to our Executive Board. Stephanie has helped Xi organize and establish an annual budget, expenses tracking form, and membership collection procedures that will benefit our organization for years to come.  Her positive attitude is contagious, she is truly a joy to be around.  Xi Chapter is proud to call her one of our own.


XI Chapter                     Winnie Witmer                      1996
Xi Chapter’s Key Award nominee is a woman of many talents.  Winnie has been an active member of Xi Chapter since 1996.  Currently serving as our Chapter Corresponding Secretary, Winnie can be counted on to assist with and take part in all chapter activities.   Before retiring, Winnie served as a valued member of the Hamilton Township Schools staff, teaching art to grades K- 6.  Winnie’s paintings and photographs have been displayed in galleries, restaurants, libraries, and art shows throughout southern NJ and beyond.  Winnie is willing to share her talent with the rest of us, donating, teaching, and creating for our chapter’s many projects. Xi Chapter is proud to call her one of our own.
Omicron Chapter

  Diane Sneddon                     2011

It is with pleasure that Omicron Chapter announces its recipient for the Rose Award is Diane Sneddon.  Diane has been teaching in the Ocean Township School District for 19 years.  She is currently a 6th grade teacher.  Mrs. Sneddon is an advocate of using technology in the classroom and has been instrumental in bringing technology to the district and sharing her knowledge with her colleagues.  She is a member of the Intervention and Referral Services team and advisor for the Student Council.  Before she began her teaching career, Diane was actively involved in the Ocean County Girl Scouts and was their camp director for five years.  Diane was inducted in 2011. She currently serves as First Vice President.

Omicron Chapter

Linda Hoffman                   2009

Linda Hoffman, initiated in 2009, has been an active, vital member of Omicron Chapter, serving as our Treasurer since 2010.  She readily volunteers and often goes beyond what is asked of her.  Linda retired from a successful career in Little Egg Harbor, where she served as a teacher and Literacy Resource Specialist.  She chaired numerous educational committees, some of which included the Teacher Mentoring Committee, I&RS, PAC, and various curriculum committees.  She was recognized for her exemplary professional endeavors as a recipient of the Governor’s Teacher Recognition Award.  Omicron is proud to have Linda as a Sister in our Chapter!

Pi Chapter

       Delores M. Bathurst           2011
In her role as teacher of seventh and eighth grade Humanities courses, Lori has distinguished herself by being awarded a 2010 Best Practices Award by the Committee on Teaching About the United Nations.  She travels to New York each year to attend the conference with other DKG members.  Lori is also the chair of the Pi Stipend Committee which awards monetary amounts to new teachers for supplies to enhance the Common Core State Standards.

Pi Chapter
   
            Jackie Gould                     2011
Jackie Gould currently serves Pi Chapter as Communications Director.  In that capacity she writes and sends out our newsletter.  In addition to that she constantly monitors the Pi activities and sends out reminders of social, educational and political activities.  She is an extremely involved person in her personal life.  We are grateful to have Jackie in our Pi Sisterhood. 
 
Rho Chapter


Joanne Hyland              2001
Rho Chapter is proud to present the 2015 Rose Award to Joanne Hyland.  Joanne is a fourth grade teacher at Kingwood Township School.  Since her initiation in 2001, Joanne has served Rho in a number of capacities, most currently as our recording Secretary.  Joanne is a native of Staten Island, NY and later moving to south Jersey and eventually to Hunterdon County. She has a BA in Elementary Education and a certificate in reading from Glassboro State College (Rowan University).   Joanne is actively involved in Project Storybook at the Edna Mahon Facility for women and has run the Summer Recreation Program in Franklin Township for many years.   Congratulations, Joanne!

Rho Chapter

  
Jeanette Royer                 1988    
Rho Chapter proudly awards Jeanette Royer the 2015 Key Award.  Since her initiation into DKG in 1988, Jeanette has provided many services to the organization.  Jeanette began her association with AZS in Epsilon, later transferring to Rho.  She retired in 1996 from the Stewartsville School after 32 years of teaching.  Jeanette taught kindergarten and second grades and served as a teacher-in-charge.  Jeannette is active in her community, serving both her parish, St. Edwards Roman Catholic Church in Milford, NJ and as an active member of the Holland Township Volunteer Fire Company Auxiliary.  Jeanette offered her services to Rho most recently devoting her time and energy to producing rose pins which served as a Chapter fundraiser.   Congratulations to you, Jeanette!
Sigma Chapter
           
   (NONE)

 Sigma Chapter


  Charlotte Orfe                      2011
A twenty-one year veteran in the Delran School District, Charlotte Orfe used her talents with students in kindergarten, transitional first grade, and first grade.  In and out of the classroom, Charlotte’s passion for excellence was evidenced by her work on numerous curriculum and pupil advocacy committees during her tenure in Delran.  For her professionalism and outstanding teaching, Charlotte was selected to receive the Governor’s Teacher of the Year Award in 2009.  Since her initiation into Sigma Chapter in 2011, Charlotte has been a rising star in DKG leadership roles.  Hats off to our current President!
Tau Chapter
                     (NONE)

Tau Chapter                      (NONE)          
