
DKGNJ 
STATE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2023 
Via ZOOM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENT OF QUORUM 
After a quorum was established, the meeting was called to order by President Nora Pollard (Lambda) at 
9:00 am.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Ellen Hahn (Beta) led the group in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
MOTIVATIONAL THOUGHT 
Chris Musick (Nu) delivered the motivational message.  She referenced Quiet Mind by David Kundtz, 
emphasizing patience with humor. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Recording Secretary Dianne Papadinec (Iota) used the participants list to determine the attendance of 
the executive board. Those present are indicated with an X. 
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There were an additional 44 members in attendance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Vicki Shoemaker(Nu) moved to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2022, meeting with the 
following correction:  Under the Finance report,  the statement, “The motion will now be brought 
before members at the 2023 state convention,” was incorrect information and will not need 
membership approval.  Gail Griffin (Nu) seconded.  The minutes were approved with the revision. 
 
RULES OF ORDER 
Barbara Glazewski (Lambda), Parliamentarian, read the rules of order. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Corresponding Secretary Gail Starr (Omicron) reported the following: 
CORRESPONDENCE SENT: 13 cards (9/11/22 – 1/7/23): 
(8) Sympathy: Dr Pamela Albert-Devine (Mu), Family of Dr Elizabeth Anderson (Nu), Dianne 
Papadinec (Iota), Family of Joan Tatur (Omicron), JoAnn Corvino (Beta), Joan Pujol (Omicron), 
Catherine Schofield (Iota), Jessi Oliano (Gamma) 
 

(2) Get Well:  Irene Saviky (Iota), Jane Murphy (Sigma) 
 

(3) Congratulations:  Irene Maskaly (Iota) – Arts/Humanity Jury Chair 
                                      Dr Pamela Albert-Devine (Mu) – retirement  

                        Dr Lynn Gonyo (Lambda) – Dr Marilyn E Gonyo Early Literacy Center @ 
                                 Monroe Library 

Holiday Greeting cards sent to our past state presidents / Holiday Greeting email sent to all 
members. (Thank you to Jan Paxton for sending the holiday email message.) 
 
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: 3 notes  (9/10/22 – 1/7/23): 
(3) Thank You:  Dr Marilyn Gonyo (Lambda), Catherine Schofield (Iota), Jessie Oliano (Gamma) 
 
Gail will be sending an email requesting chapter presidents to survey their members to obtain an 
approximate number of people considering attendance at either of this summer’s Int’l conferences 
(Phoenix, AZ or Detroit, MI). 
 



Please contact Gail Starr at dkgnjcorrespondingsecretary@gmail.com with any card-worthy news from 
your chapter. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer, Ellen Hahn (Beta), reported the following balances: 
 TD Checking Account as of 12/30/22   $   7,939.94 
 Margaret Abel Scholarship Fund   $ 68,928.10 
 Primerica Investments    $ 50,996.81 
 TD Savings Account    $ 38,903.62 
 
The report will be filed for audit. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The following is President Nora Pollard’s (Lambda) report as presented: 
Happy New Year, Ladies! It is so hard to believe that it is 2023 and I am well into in the second half of my 
biennium as DKGNJ president. This fall, I had the pleasure of attending meetings at Eta and Beta 
chapters. Eta hosted a wonderful fall meeting with a wonderful presentation about films with great clips 
from some of my favorite old movies. I also attended Beta’s 75th birthday celebration. As part of their 
birthday celebration, they played a game where each member read a list of three facts about another 
member, then everyone had to guess the name of that person. I was impressed to learn about the 
talents, achievements, and experiences of the Beta members. Thank you, Eta and Beta, for your kind 
invitations. It was my pleasure getting to know your members better.  
  
In early December, I was invited to a meeting with the dean of the School of Education at Georgian 
Court University. The main purpose of the meeting was to brainstorm ideas of how DKGNJ and GCU 
might collaborate. Ideas about mentoring students were discussed. In the virtual environment we’ve 
lived since COVID, the possibilities are bountiful for how any chapter in NJ could work with students at 
this institution. If any chapter is interested in working with college students as they prepare to enter the 
teaching profession, let me know and I can put you in touch with the dean.  
 
Another topic that was raised during our conversation was housing our DKGNJ archives. The new dean is 
concerned that the space being offered by the previous dean is not a secure location. Ideas about how 
to secure our historical materials were discussed. The dean will be working with her facilities 
management personnel to determine the best possible situation for our materials. The conversation will 
continue when the university opens for the spring semester.  
 
Later this morning, you will hear more information about our 2023 convention, but I would like to 
remind everyone that the DKGNJ State Convention will be held March 24-26, at the Doubletree Hotel 
and Conference Center in Somerset. The results of the convention surveys completed last summer were 
inconclusive about the frequency and duration of the convention. I’ve asked Sue Davis to continue to 
work with the hotel to see how pricing of the event would be impacted by a change to our typical three-
day convention. One thing that was clear from the survey was that the primary reason our members 
attend the convention is for camaraderie and fellowship. To give everyone time to reconnect with old 
friends and to make new friends, we will not have a guest from international headquarters or a keynote 
speaker at the luncheon this year. After such a long time with limited in-person contact, it will be 
wonderful to have ample time after lunch to catch up with friends! 
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Finally, I will conclude with a few reminders about dates and events at DKG International:  
February 1 – International scholarships application submission deadline 
January 15 to February 15- Arts & Humanities submissions for Spring Gallery 
March 1 – Bulletin: Journal submission deadline 
This summer, there will be three International Conferences: 

• Phoenix, AZ July 18-22, 2023 
• Detroit, MI July 11-16, 2023 
• Tampere, Finland July 26-29, 2023 

An amazing after-conference trip traveling in Finland and Estonia is being offered through Go Ahead 
Tours after the Finland conference. What an amazing way to see the area! 
 
The next two international conventions will be: 
National Harbor, Maryland July 9-13, 2024 
Aurora, Colorado June 30-July 4, 2026 
 
And let’s all start planning for the centennial celebration of DKG in 2029. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
PROGRAM PLANNING 
First vice-president, Irene Maskaly (Iota), reported on her committee meeting. 

1. Book discussion workshops: 1: The Giver of Stars, 2: The Book of Lost Names 
2. Top 8 workshop presentations for DKGNJ Convention 2023 selected by committee: 

A: Preserving Memories Through Scrapbooking 
B: Restoring Balance: Utilizing Nature’s Medicine to Support Your Health 
C: Burn out: The Secret to Unlocking the Stress Cycle 
D: Meet, Greet & Share 
E: A History of Women in America 
G: Appalachian Music: Dulcimers, Psalteries & More 
H: Education in Peru: My Experience, Takeaways & Advice 
I: Maintaining the History of Your Chapter 

Future Actions: 
1. Start book suggestions for Convention 2024. 
2. Encourage potential presenters to apply by November 1, 2023, for Convention 2024. 
3. Continue to encourage each chapter to support at least one EEC initiative 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP and INDUCTION 
Second vice-president, Annabelle Boehm (Lambda), reported that the membership and induction chairs 
held a joint Zoom meeting on January 5.  All chapters were invited to attend.   Induction members 
included Carol Boehm (Lambda), Angela Castenada, and Chris Musick (Nu). 

Carol Boehm prepared and presented a slide presentation to cover the importance planning for the 
Introduction process. The areas that were discussed were:   Form 81 and 82;  welcome packet & 
instruction letter; certificates;  inductees, sponsors and presidents; dress code; red book; pins; and    
Google Doc to list chapter Inductees and important information.  



All Inductee information is due to the induction committee and membership chair by February 1st. The 
induction committee and membership committee will continue to advise the chapters and answer 
questions. 

FINANCE 
Gail Griffin (Nu) reported the following: 

1) As preparation started on the 2023-24 budget, I found an error in the designated fund balances.  
This was purely an oversite. The totals in the designated fund accounts should be considered 
“cash-on-hand.”  Those balances have since been corrected to accurately reflect the savings 
account balance.  

2) This year, once again, the finance committee did the majority of work formulating the 2023-24 
budget via email.  The budget was created, incorporating the new $10 increase in dues, and sent 
to the executive board for their review at their December 2022 meeting. 

3) Noticeable differences between this year and next year’s budgets, the decrease in membership, 
and the new assessments for scholarship and convention have been applied to their respective 
line items. 

4) Once again, the committee is presenting a balanced budget for 2023-24. 
On behalf of the finance committee, Gail Griffin (Nu) moved that the proposed budget for 2023-
2024 be adopted by the executive board.  With a unanimous vote, the budget was adopted and will 
be presented to membership at the convention. 
 
CONVENTION 
The convention chairs are Jan Paxton (Alpha), Sue Davis (Epsilon), and Carol Schwartz (Gamma). Jan 
Paxton will be posting the convention information on the website shortly.  The name of each chapter’s 
banner carrier is due by March 1.  Sue Davis is working with the Somerset Doubletree to develop new 
menus.  Any chapters who want to do chapter sales through preorders should contact Jan Paxton.  Each 
chapter is responsible for one $100 basket and two $25 baskets for the raffle. 
 
RULES & BY-LAWS 
Cathy Fortunato( Lambda) presented the following report: 
1.  The DKGNJ state bylaws were updated to comply with the 2022 DKG International Convention 
adopted amendments.  Most of the updates focused on Article III Membership and Article IV Finances. 
2. The DKG Society International four-page checklist and the updated state bylaws document were sent 
to Alice Reule, Constitution Committee chairperson, on January 4, 2023, for review. 
3. President Dr. Nora Pollard has a copy of the state bylaws, updated January 2023. 
4.  All chapter presidents and rules and bylaws committee chairs are welcome to contact us for 
additional information or advice for chapter updates. 
 
DKGNJ bylaws for January 2023, to be published on the state website. 
A link to the DKGNJ bylaws January 2023, will be published in the state newsletter. 
 
SPECIAL AWARDS 
Barbara Henderson (Epsilon) reported the winner of the Rosebud Award has been selected and will be 
announced at convention.  Thank you to those who served on the selection committee. 
 
 
 



SCHOLARSHIP AND STIPENDS 
Wilhelmina Bryant (Lambda) requested that any outstanding rating sheets be returned ASAP.  Pam 
Watkinson (Rho) reported that one application has been received for a professional growth stipend. 
 
NECROLOGY 
Jane Murphy (Sigma) has received the names of three members that have passed away during the 
period of 2/1/22 to 1/31/23.  She needs Form 6 for any members who will be recognized at the 
“Celebration of Life” ceremony.  She also needs Form 2 from every chapter. 
 
NOMINATIONS 
Ingrid Williams (Nu) reported the following: 
The Nominations Committee met via zoom on December 7th and twelve chapters were represented.  The 
candidates who submitted nominations for DKGNJ state officers were presented.  After voting on each 
candidate, the committee is thrilled to announce the following slate of DKGNJ state officers for the 
2023-2025 biennium:  
President:  Irene Maskaly (Iota) 
First Vice President: Cathy Fortunato (Lambda) 
Second Vice President: Diane Roberts (Omicron) 
Recording Secretary: Chris Musick (Nu) 
Corresponding Secretary:  Luella Vengenock (Beta) 
Nominations Chair:  Mary Lou LeCompte (Lambda) 
 
Information about each candidate will appear in the winter newsletter and the candidates will be voted 
on at our 2023 state convention. 
 
NEW BUSINESS   NONE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1.  Angela Belmont (Gamma) reported there is no date set for the 2023 CTAUN meeting.  The 2022 
virtual meeting regarding climate change can be viewed on the CTAUN website. 
2.  Articles for the newsletter are due to Heather Lieberman (Gamma) by January 16, 2023. 

 
MOTION TO ADJOURN 
Barbara Henderson (Epsilon) moved to adjourn the meeting. Joanne Hyland (Rho) seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dianne Papadinec (Iota) 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


