
The Giver of Stars 

Discussion Questions 

 

Background Information 

The Pack-Horse library project, launched by Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt in the depths of the Depression, was a project that, 

from its inception in 1935 to its end in 1943, reached 1.5 million 

Kentuckians and enabled nearly 1,000 women to support 

themselves and their families in 48 Kentucky counties. In 1956, it 

inspired Kentucky Congressman Carl D. Perkins (who had 

benefitted from the Pack Horse Library program as a teacher in 

Knott County) to sponsor the Library Services Act, which provided 

the first federal appropriations for library service.  

 

1.The book opens in 1937 with Margery O’Hare, riding home in 
the freezing cold. She encounters the angry and threatening Clem 
McCullough. What did you think about this as an opening to the 
book? Did you guess, from this opening, what happened to Clem? 

2.  What are Alice’s motivations for marrying Bennet? Do you 
think she truly knew what she was getting herself into by 
marrying him and moving to America? 

3. Discuss the setting–do you imagine you could have lived in 
rural Kentucky in the 1930’s? Why does Alice eventually seem to 
thrive there? 

4. Why did Alice decide to join the pack horse librarians? 

5. Some of the men felt wary of the mobile library; what 

motivated them to stop their wives and children from reading? 

6. Izzy is reluctant to begin volunteering and feels particularly 
self-conscious that one of her legs is shorter than the other. A 
sudden flood later in the book gives Izzy a wake-up call. What do 
you think of Izzy’s character growth?  



7. Louisa May Alcott’s quote on page 65 states “…marriage, they 

say, halves one’s rights and doubles one’s duties.’ Is that a valid 

statement of the past? Present? 

8. “You know the worst thing about a man hitting you?” “Ain’t the 

hurt. It’s that in that instant you realize the truth of what it is to 

be a woman. That it don’t matter how smart you are, how much 

better at arguing, how much better than them, period. It’s when 

you realize they can always just shut you up with a fist. Just like 

that.” Our society has changed since the 1930’s; why then do 

women still remain in abusive relationships? 

9.  Margery and Sven clearly love each other, but Margery 
refuses to marry him. Why do you think this is? 

10. Margery hands her baby over to Sven after giving birth in jail; 

what do you think about her decision? 

11. Why do you think Sophia agreed to work in the library? 

12. Why does Bennett permit his father to beat his wife, Alice? 

Why doesn’t he set up a household of his own with Alice?  

13. At Margery's trial, why did the townsfolk insist on calling Clem 

McCullough "a good man who set out to do a good deed"?  Why 

did the prosecution not question the daughter's story that to us 

was so clearly invented? 

14.  Mr. Van Cleve runs the mining company in town, and has 

an utter disregard for the people that make him his money, and 

the harm his mines are causing to the environment. After the 

flood, Margery discovers that a most of the damage was not 

from the flood, but from the mining residue (coal slurry) from 

one of Hoffman's dams which broke. People die and are injured 

because of Van Cleve’s greed.  

Do you see any similarities between the current situation in 

East Palestine, Ohio, and the fictional one in The Giver of 

Stars? Does avarice drive both events? 



15. Was there ever a moment in your life where your path was 
shaped by a library or librarian, or a particular book or discovery 
of a certain type of knowledge? 

16. What do you think of the ending? Did the author resolve the 

plot events too neatly? 

17. Are there any questions that we didn’t discuss that you would 

like to talk about? 

 

 



 
Porch Delivery Pack-Horse Librarian 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt and the Pack-Horse Librarians 



 

Pack Horse Librarian Visits a School 

 

Additional Information about Married Love 

 

Married Love or Love in Marriage is a book written by Dr. Marie 

Carmichael Stopes, first published in March 1918 by a small publisher, 

after many other larger publishers turned her down because of the 

content. It rapidly sold out, and was in its sixth printing within a 

fortnight. 

 

The US Customs Service banned the book as obscene until April 6, 

1931, when Judge John M. Woolsey overturned that decision. Woolsey 

is the same judge who in 1933 would lift the ban on James Joyce's 

"Ulysses", allowing for its publication and circulation in the United 

States of America. 

 

It was the first book to note that women's sexual desire coincides with 

ovulation and the period right before menstruation. The book argued 



that marriage should be an equal relationship between partners. 

Although officially scorned in the UK, the book went through 19 

editions and sales of almost 750,000 copies by 1931." 

 

Additional Information about the Controversy Surrounding The Giver of 
Stars 

The controversy revolves around possible plagiarism on Jojo 

Moyes part, asserting that parts of The Giver of Stars are too 

similar to The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek to be a 

coincidence. 

 

Historical fiction writer Kim Michele Richardson was surprised 

when she learned in March that English author Jojo Moyes, most 

famous for her bestselling Me Before You romance trilogy, would 

be publishing on Oct. 8, 2019,The Giver of Stars, a historical 

novel about the real-life Pack Horse Library project in Kentucky. 

Why? Because Richardson’s novel The Book Woman of 

Troublesome Creek, which focuses on imagined characters in the 

same real-life historical setting, was set to be published in May 

2019. 

She became concerned, however, when a blogger who had 

received an advance review copy of Moyes’ book alerted 

Richardson in April to what she believed were unusually specific 

similarities between the two novels; at least one bookseller has 

also referenced the apparent overlap in a tweet. 

Richardson’s novel, which she began writing in 2016 and 

published in May, is a first-person narrative about a woman 

named Cussy Mary Carter, who has a rare genetic condition that 

makes her skin appear blue (based on the real-life blue-skinned 

people of Kentucky). Cussy lives as the town outcast with her 

coal-mining father and works as a packhorse librarian in 

Appalachia, delivering books on horseback to folks in the area. 

https://twitter.com/pkhorn/status/1146551924482879488
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/blue-skinned-people-genetic-connection-kentucky-fugates/story?id=15871929
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/blue-skinned-people-genetic-connection-kentucky-fugates/story?id=15871929


Moyes’ new book, written in third-person narration, centers 

primarily on Alice Wright, an Englishwoman who marries a 

Kentucky man and moves to the town of Baileyville. She meets 

Margery O’Hare, an outspoken single woman who encourages 

Alice and three other women to join her as packhorse librarians. 

There are noteworthy distinctions, and it’s certainly not unheard 

of for two authors to be simultaneously, and unintentionally, 

working on books about the same topic. 

But there also appear to be noticeable similarities in Moyes and 
Richardson’s novels. For example, both feature an attack on a 
packhorse librarian by a town vagrant, though according to a 
Kentucky state librarian Richardson consulted, there is no 
historical evidence of such attacks occurring. Both books feature 
a black packhorse librarian; there is no readily available historical 
record confirming the existence of black packhorse librarians. 

There are also descriptive details that seem uncannily similar in 
both books, including an October wedding between two 
characters with a 3-month-old baby and a request for a copy 
of Woman Home’s Companion because of a baby with a teething 
issue. 

Richardson found these apparent similarities alarming enough 
that in August 2019, she brought her concerns to her publisher, 

Sourcebooks — which as of May 2019, Penguin Random House, 
Moyes’ publisher, owns a 45% stake in. 

According to Sourcebooks publicity director Kaitlyn Kennedy, 

Sourcebooks’ legal team reviewed Richardson’s findings and 

determined that no legal action was necessary. Sourcebooks did 

give Richardson the option of seeking her own legal counsel, 

which Richardson says she cannot afford.  

Moyes denies that she was aware of the existence of The Book 

Woman Of Troublesome Creek while working on her own book or 

that she has ever read it. Richardson, for her part, finds the 

https://electricliterature.com/what-if-someone-else-writes-a-book-exactly-like-mine-before-i-get-a-chance/
https://electricliterature.com/what-if-someone-else-writes-a-book-exactly-like-mine-before-i-get-a-chance/
https://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/announcements/penguin-random-house-invests-in-growth-of-leading-independent-publisher-sourcebooks/


situation disconcerting, given the years she dedicated to 

researching and writing her novel. 

 


